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The View from Illinois 

Good news and bad news 

Route 66

Opening the Jane Addams
Trail in Freeport 



The View from Illinois 

Good news: Illinois’ trails and greenways 
movement is alive and well 

Riders along the 
I&M Canal State 
Trail



Funding-Federal 

Transportation Enhancements program
CMAQ
Recreational Trails Program
Scenic Byways program
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
program



Funding-State 

Bicycle Path program
Snowmobile and Snowmobile Trail 
Establishment Fund programs
Boat Access Area Development program
Off-Highway Vehicle Recreational Trails 
program
Open Space Land Acquisition and 
Development program
Open Land Trust program
Conservation 2000 program 



Non-profit organizations 

Illinois Trails Conservancy 
League of Illinois Bicyclists
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation 
Openlands Project 
The Nature Conservancy 
Illinois Paddling Council
Conservation Congress and many 
more…



Research and planning 

Greenways and Trails Planning 
Assistance Program
Developing Best Practices for Bicycle 
Trail Construction and Maintenance in 
Illinois
Critical Trends Assessment Project and 
more…



Conferences and workshops

Statewide trails and greenways 
conferences
Regional trails and greenways 
workshops
Chicago Area Transportation Study-
Soles and Spokes conferences and 
workshops



Partnerships

Grand Illinois Trail, and the Grand Illinois 
Trails and Parks Ride (GITAP)
Mississippi River Trail
Burnham Greenway
Great River Trail
Northeastern Illinois Regional Water 
Trails Plan
Corporate partnerships and more…



Bad news: Illinois is facing 
unprecedented challenges

$5 billion deficit 
Property tax caps
1998 Illinois Supreme Court decision: 
Boub vs. Wayne Township
Urban sprawl



What do we need to do? 

Recognize, articulate an promote the 
multiple benefits of trails and 
greenways–why they’re a good public 
investment
Forge even more partnerships
Become even more efficient


